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Pueblo Indian Program
October 20

The Pueblo Indians will be the subject
for the October 20, 2009 Historical Society
meeting. Dr. Mark Calamia, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Tribal Liaison Officer, will
present the program. He has a consulting firm,
Ethnographic Inquiry, which does Anthropo-
logical Research and Assessment. He has
worked with various Indian tribes including the
Pueblos and the Hualapais, worked in the Fiji
Islands and is here on a one year contract with
BLM.

Dr. Calamia graduated from the Univ.
of Texas, El Paso in Cultural Anthropology. He
has an M.A. from the Univ. of Illinois plus one
in Planning and Community Development from
Univ. of Colorado, Denver, and a PhD from the
University of Colorado, Boulder, in Anthropol-
ogy and Cultural Ecology.

The program starts at 7:00 pm at the
Museum, 320 London Bridge Rd. Admission is
free. For further questions, call the Museum at
854-4938.

Come and enjoy this exploration of the
Pueblo Indians.

Museum Program on Oatman
November 17

Jackie Rowland will be speaking about
the “History of Oatman” at our November 17th
meeting starting at 7:00 pm.
Admission is free. She has§
lived in Oatman for twenty
some years where she owns
and operates Fast Fanny’s |
Place. We sell her book, :
“Oatman: History, Recipes, [
Ghost Stories”, in our Museum Jiss
store. It contains many inter-
esting stories. For further in-
formation call the Lake Ha- s
vasu Museum of History, 854-
4938.

“Preserving the Past, Educating the Future”

Summer 2009

Old Movie Filmed in Havasu
To Be Shown September 15

The old movie “Day of the Wolves”
filmed in Lake Havasu City in 1971 will be
shown at the September 15th meeting starting at
7:00 PM. We have shown this movie before but
it is always fun to see many times over. Greg
Quinn’s documentary “Return to Lake Havasu”,
about the filming of the movie, will also be
shown. Admission is free. For further informa-
tion call 854-4938 .

Special Exhibits in the Museum

Our Special Exhibit for August and Sep-
tember will be quilts by the Havasu Stitchers
group. October through November we will have a
display of London Bridge souvenirs collected
from years past to commemorate the anniversary
of the dedication of the London Bridge. After that
we will have our 8th Annual Christmas Tree Festi-
val display from December 1 to January 2. If you
would like to display a tree this year call the Mu-
seum 854-4938.

Ancient Foods Workshop

Workshop on Foods of Ancient India —
with Samples will be the first of two foods fund-
raisers this coming year. The other one, on Carib-
bean Foods, will be shown in the Spring.

The India session will highlight a
chicken curry with rice, chapattis (like a tortilla),
chutney and other condiments. Rice and curry are
basic foods in most parts of India dating back
centuries. A spiced lamb dish, which is also tra-
ditional, will be served with chapattis.

The Workshop led by Ruth Brydon and
Maureen Riley will be given Thursday, Novem-
ber 19 at the Museum between 9:30 and 11:30
am. Reservations need to be made by the Tues-
day ahead so we can accurately order the food.
Limit of 25 participants.

Cost is $15.00.

Come and explore these ancient foods of

history with us.




PRESIDENTS LETTER

Life is interesting, if you let it be!

Last week I had two interesting things happen. First a lady came to the museum & asked “how long does it
take to go through the museum”? 1 replied “that depends how much interest you find in it. It can be seen by some in
half and hour or it could take up to three hours”. She graduated from LHHS in 1971 and rode the bus to Kingman
daily and now lives in Idaho. She spent a lot of time viewing the Pioneer pictures and worked her way around the mu-
seum. Later she came to me from the new High School Exhibit and had a book with her signature in it. It was so won-
derful to see a person that has lived here and only wanted to spend a few minutes and she spent two hours enjoying our
historical exhibits.

The second experience ups that. I found out I was married to a “star”. My wife, Stellene, asked if I would
pick up a prescription for her. The pharmacist (a stranger to me) asked me to step to the side window and a consultant
would be with me in a moment. The consultant appeared (also a stranger to me) and she asked if my wife was on the
TV monitor at the museum telling about the early days in Havasu and how much she and her children enjoyed the
story. How she put the name on the prescription and the oral history together amazes me!

I’'m looking forward to seeing all of you in the fall at our general meetings with a great slate of programs and
speakers planned, as well as, some nice raffles included. Have an eventful and safe summer.

-Lyle Matzdorff, President

FROM THE CURATOR

The Museum and yours truly will be taking part in an interesting project with Mohave Community College
starting in late August or early September. The Education section of the Hospitality Association is planning a series of
three hour workshops, with a certificate, to help workers in the industry be good at welcoming visitors to Lake Havasu.
It will include something of the history which is where we come in. It will also present information on interesting
things visitors can do while they are here. The idea is that we do not want to hear a reply “I don’t know” to questions
when visitors ask about the city and the area. Various hotels and restaurants are planning to require the session for em-
ployees. Other organizations are welcome to join in. The session will tentatively be $15 for each participant. Plans are
still evolving. I will let you know as they do. When I have mentioned this to various people in the community, they
want to attend the class, too!

In researching information for the Ancient Foods of India workshop, I came across an interesting item. The
spice anise was taxed to raise money for the upkeep of London Bridge.

We are maintaining a smaller, but steady flow of visitors coming to the Museum this summer. It seems to me
to be more than last summer.

Come by and visit when you can.
Ruth Brydon, Curator

Lake Havasu High School Exhibit

An exhibit on the history of Lake Havasu High School is now in our City Grows Up area. This was prepared
by Seniors on the Student Council. There are many pictures from the past of lcachcrs and students, memorabilia such
as a letterman jacket, school sweater, old athletic locker,
football helmet and band hat. A large photo mural of the
class of 2009 setting on the bleachers in the gym is the back
ground.

A grant from the State Historical Society to the Museum S
paid for the costs involved in the picture reproduction and
other expenses.

At our March 17 program many first teachers, staff
and a student spoke of their experiences and challenges of
being at the new Lake Havasu High School. These were
video recorded and are now shown on the TV in the ex-|
hibit. Come in and listen to Pat Rooney, Jean Kuch, Betty
Christenberry, Diane and Mike Cichinsky, Bobbi Johnson
Holmes and Dave Bracamonte speak of their experiences.

It is a wonderful exhibit which people enjoy even
if they did not go to school here.




WE HAVA-HISTORY

This article taken from the “Havasu-25 Years”-insert,
September 29, 1989, Today News

The Storm of %74 almost washed us away

Part of McCulloch Avenue just
west of the building that now
houses the Desert Martini washed [
away in the storm of “74 (left)
that flooded many buildings in
town, left numerous vehicles like
this (right) buried in rubble-filled
washes, filled the McCulloch
chain saw factory with mud, left
much of the city without water
and drowned a Parker family on

July 19, 1974.

By Peggy Shaw-TODAY Associate Editor

Few were ready for the storm that almost washed Lake Ha-
vasu City in to the lake 15 years ago.

“We didn’t have very good weather service back then,” Jim
Woodward, Mohave County’s first elected state representa-
tive and a member of Lake Havasu City’s 1DD for three
years before expanding his political horizons w the state
government.

Longtime City Clerk Ann Sayne, who was the secretary for
the IDD board for a couple of years when the “100-year
storm™ hit, said, “We got it pretty bad all over town and we
only had a two hour storm warning. It hit right about 5 p.m.
and a lot of people were stranded. We had a bunch of people
at our house at McCulloch and Eldorado.”

Woodward had served as one of three IDD board members
for a year and a half with city planner C.V. Wood and Lloyd
Haynes, when the storm hit late in the afiernoon on July 19,
1974. The two pioneers in Lake Havasu City government
got together last summer to reminisce about the natural dis-
aster that aimost washed the 5,000- resident city into Lake
Havasu.

“There was a a great deal of property damage and one fam-
ily was killed when the storm washed their station wagon
into a wash at Jamaica and Acoma,” Woodward said.

Joseph and Nina Ashford of Parker and their 9 year old son
Michael were the only fatalities in the storm that poured
from two-and-one-half inches to four inches of rain water on
the 10-year-old city in an hour-and-a-half late on the after-
noon of July 19.

The engineers who planned the washes and storm water
drainage system didn’t expect such a siorm either. Trico
Western Corp. and a Phoenix consulting firm’s engineers,
estimated during the early construction of the city’s drainage,
that a “100 year storm” (the heaviest that should occur in a
century) might bring with it about two and on half inches of
rain. The city’s washes and drainage easements were de-
signed to handle that amount of precipitation, but not the
deluge that occurred that July afiernoon. Instead of being
carried away by the drainage system, the rain poured into
many resident’s homes and undermined one homeowner’s
swimming pool, leaving the concrete structure hanging out
over empty space where the yard used to be. “Those people
were real unhappy,” Woodward said.

The one-year-old Lake Havasu City Morman Church lost its
parking lot in the deluge and the building and grounds were
covered with mud and debris. The dike protecting the
McCulloch Building at San Juan Wash was washed away and
water poured into the buildings, which were shoveled out by
employees in mud boots the next day.

“We assessed the damage at $3 million,” said Sayne, and
Woodward added, “I think we were a little bit low on that.”

Some parts of the city were without water for three days,
and, in order to relieve the water crisis, the members of the
iDD and their crews brought up every trash can in town and
drove to the waterless areas, delivering water to the people
who had none, Woodward and Sayne said. 1 think they even
got to keep the garbage cans,” Sayne said.

“C. V. Wood and his crew did everything they possibly
could,” said Woodward, who moved here in September, 1967
and was elected to the IDD board for a term that began Jan. 1,
1972.

“Every private contractor and every independent contractor
in town donated their time and equipment to try to get it
cleaned up,” Sayne said, recalling the sea of mud left in the
wake of the storm. Her office, located in the same building as
her current city clerk’s office, was open 24 hours a day, taking
calls from people who had no water and dispatching the water
truck.

At that time, current State Rep. Donald Aldridge of Lake
Havasu city was a Mohave County supervisor and Woodward,
Aldridge, Bob McCulloch Jr., Russ Thiele and Joe Coombs,
both with Tri-County Engineering, took a helicopter ride over
the town to vi:w the damage from ahove. The mess below
was so extensive that the TDD board decided to sell bonds to
pay for the clean-up, because the 1DD did not have sufficient
emergency funds to cover the damage repair costs.

State and federal officials declared Lake Havasu City an
emergency area and gave the city $80,000 to fund part of the
reconstruction of the town.

Following the storm, the washes and drainage easements
were upgraded to meet another such natural disaster, Wood-
ward said.

“There was a surge after we got over the flood. The washes
were cleaned out and now there are places for the water to
flow to,” said Woodward, who has lived in Lake Havasu Cit
for the past 22 years.






